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President, 
University of Toronto, 
Totonto, Ont., Can. 
Dear Sir;3-- 
Can you give us any information aS to the 


present address of Mr. &. M. Hunter? Whilé residing at 


Spartanburg, 5.C., Mr. Hunter purchased from us a set of 


har af 4 Awe awike Sig in Retin | a _ be l iy 
books, on which he still owes us a balance of $28.50. aS) 
are, therefore, very anxious to get into correspondence 
o~ 7 ‘ yo A + 
vith him and any information you can give a3 1is 


present address would be very much appreciated. 
ve enelose Stamped envelope for your reply, 
and thanking you in adgance, we are, 


Yours very truly 
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THE THOMPS 


MH.OdJ. 
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ie 3 ee | 9th December 1914 


ig MSMORANDUM RE UNEMPLOYMENT 


Can the unemployment problem in Toronte this winter be 
hendled without reducing to the status of unemployables men 
throw out of work by recent industrial developments? At present 
there is a lot of untidy thought on the subject, and much bickering 
in officialdom, Must this continue until riots occur and life is 
taken? 

We suggest that the formation of an organization of 
prominent citizens for the purpose of dealing with this subject 
would have, among others, the following results? 

l- The organization would ettract suggestions and ideas 
that now are bandied about from one body to another, 
none of them having force or purpose to take action; 

2- Definite information would be obtained as to whether or 

not the Dominion, Provincial end Municipal authorities 

can be brought to take a definite course; 

%3- The possibility of promoting new industries with private 
capital or money secured under public guarantee would 

be fully canvassed; 

4- A decision might be reached on the feasibility of 
stimulating with the loan of private or public funds 

& number of small industries now being pursued by the 

unemployed themselves and by certain philanthropic 

institutions; 

5=- The desirability of drilling able-bodied men for whom 

no more useful occupation can be found, and paying them 

@ small wage per hour, could be settled. 

It is conceded that the unemployment problem in Canada, 
in Toronto, is becoming intensified year by year. ‘Some go so far 
as to say that the present amount of unemployment would have 
existed this winter even had there been no war. Others are 
prophesying that upon the return of the soldiers from the front 
there will be far more unemployment than exists now. 

Contrary to. the understending of =m many of us, the Dominion 
Government is not dealing with the problem of unemployment as such, 
Nor is the Provincial Government, for it informed a deputation of 
the unomployed a few days ago that it could do nothing itself, 

-though quite willing to support anything emanating from the 


jmunicipalities. ‘The Municipal Government is not, for the Board 


¢ 


Page 2; 


of Control informed a deputation of the unemployed a few days 
ago that it was powerless to act and thet they, the unemployed, 
should seek assistance from the Provinciel or the Dominion 
Government. 

some time ago the Ontario Industrial Association was 
formed for the purpose of dealing with unemployment, which it 
did by promoting local comnaitteées in various municipalities. 

A local committee was formed in Toronto. ‘That committee, after 
a number of sessions in which they dealt with charitable relief, 
gave up the problem of unemployment and have ceased to meet. 

We have no intention of allowing any one to actually 
starve to death in Toronto, and we are going to B spend large 
sums of money, both through texation and through private benevo- 

“Leneeg to provide charitable relief to thousands during this and 
coming winters. 

If the foregoing is true and we are going to spend 
large Sums of money on charitable relief, would it not pay us, 
‘Bs individual citizens, to take a few hours off to und ang 
whether some means cannot be found of creating employment without 
cost to. ourselves and thus save @ large portion of the money we 
intend to spend on charity, and give the self-respecting unemployed 
a chance to support themselves without becoming dependent paupers, 
some of whom in that event will eventually sink into the 
unemployeble class. 

Some of us think it is a duty, and of vital importance, 
that the citizens themselves Should meet and jointly tackle this 


problem, and not wait longer for governments end other official 


podies to do cur work. 


R. A. FALCONER, 
a Bs. eh an NORY, 


Anibersity of Coronto 
Athletic Assoctation 
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